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ABSTRACT

There are rich records about the core word "bird" in "Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian". The statistics and records of birds
are an important part of the study of biology, geography, and ecology. The distribution of birds can also reflect
the species exchange and cultural exchange of various countries in the world to a certain extent. The Chinese
birds recorded in the "Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian" of Qing China are one of the most important carriers for the study
of biodiversity and regional relations. This paper, based on the core word “bird” in the dictionary for the first
time, classifies and analyzes the core word “bird” (164 of 220 bird entries in total) of the main part of the
Chagatai text and explores the communication between the Central Plains and the Western Regions in history
from the perspective of cultural exchange.

Keywords: Core words, Bird, Cultural exchange, Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian.

1. INTRODUCTION The bird plays an important role in the process of
human cultural exchange. Through the study of the

From the perspective of bird philology, scholars records of birds in history books, we can further
from all walks of life have analyzed the ancient understand the people's understanding of birds at that
books and records of Chinese birds from the Eastern time and the exchange of people from different
Zhou Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty but have ignored regions and nationalities. The birds in the historical

the “Wu Ti Qing Wen lJian> — an important records can reflect the knowledge structure and
dictionary of official languages in the Qing Dynasty. cognitive level of human beings to a certain extent.
The dictionary, as being the “Imperial Records of the ~ The study of “birds” in the Chagatai text of “Wu Ti
Qing Dynasty”, has undergone many revisions, Qing Wen Jian” is of great significance for
collations, additions, deletions, and translations. understanding the cultural exchange between the
Experts and scholars have carried out multi- Central Plains and the Western Regions.

disciplinary research into "Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian"

This paper attempts to use the interdisciplinar
and made rich achievements. Pap P P y

methods of philology, linguistics, taxonomy, zoology,

Despite this, little research has been conducted on statistics, and other disciplines to elaborate the core
the dictionary's Chagatai text. Communication ~ word “bird” in "Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian" (Chahetai
between the Central Plains and the Western Regions text). This not only has a certain reference value for

was common in the past. In addition to human exploring the diversity of birds in China, but is also
communication, there was also communication valuable for understanding the cultural exchanges
among animals, plants, and birds. But until today, between the Central Plains and the Western Regions

there has been almost no research on bird during the time of the Qing Dynasty.
communication. In the dictionary, the collation of

Chinese birds is scientific and reliable, so it has great

value.
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2. “WUTIQING WEN JIAN”

"Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian" is a large multilingual
dictionary written in the 55th year of Qianlong's reign
(1790). It is divided into two parts: the main part and
the supplementary part, of which the main part is 32
volumes, 35 parts, 292 categories, 556 articles(),
and 17062 articles. The supplementary part is 4
volumes, 26 categories, 71 articles(), and 1609
articles. [1] The content involves language, character,
history, race, humanity, geography, astronomy,
agriculture, animal husbandry, plants, and other fields.
It reflects the political, economic, social, and cultural
exchanges between the five ethnic groups in the Qing
Dynasty of China. It has important historical and
cultural value. [2] The dictionary is a record of the
five languages: Manchu, Tibetan, Mongolian, Uyghur,
and Chinese. Its language belongs to two major
language families: the Sino-Tibetan language family
and the Altai language family. Among them, Manchu,
Mongolian, and Uyghur belong to the Altai language
family, and Tibetan and Chinese belong to the Sino-
Tibetan language family.

At present, there are three copies of the “Wu Ti
Qing Wen Jian”, two of which are now in the Palace
Museum in Beijing and one of which is in the British
Museum in London. As an official rhetoric book of
the Qing Dynasty, “Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian” has
important historical significance and value for the
times.

3. THE CORE WORD "BIRD" IN THE
“WU TI QING WEN JIAN”

From the 1940s to the 1950s, American linguist
Morris Swadesh proposed the Swadesh List. It
analyzes different languages, mainly Indo-European
languages, from the perspective of statistics.
“Swadesh 100 core vocabulary” has become one of
the bases for judging the homology between
languages. “Bird” ranks 20th on the list. Records
about birds can be found in the dictionary under the
section "Janvar neg qismi" (birds). There are 220
birds entries in total, of which 164 are classified in
“Table 1.

In addition to the classification of 164 birds in the
above table, there are also 9 birds that are collectively
referred to as “families” or “genera”. For example:
Parrot (53%) is the general name of parrot birds in
the order Parrotiformes; Pigeon is the collective name

1.  This table made accoring to the books “Wu Ti Qing
Wen Jian” and “A Chenck List On the Classification and
Distribution of the birds of China”.
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of pigeon birds of the genus Pigeon of the family
Cavustidae; Swan is the general name of Cygnus of
the family Anatidae; Pipit is the collective name for
birds of the genus Pipit in the wagtail family of
Passeriformes; Ostrich is a collective name for the
genus Ostrich. Peacocks and open-screen peacocks
are collectively referred to as birds of the genus
Peacocks of the family Pheasantidae, and so on.

There are many words related to "bird" in the
“Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian”, including the general name
of birds, the specific name of a certain category, and
many proper names. Some of these words are still
used in modern Uyghur language, such as "turna”,
“keklik”, “la¢in”, and so on. There are also some
words with slightly changed phonetic forms, such as
"hdfuf’, “joghundek™ and so on. During the
investigation, it was found that some words related to
birds in “Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian” could not be found
in the modern Uyghur language or had been
abandoned.

From the “Table 17, it can be seen that the
classification of birds in the "Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian"
is relatively complete, and the language exchange in
the process of Chinese records and Chagatai
translation can also reflect the language contact and
cultural exchange between the Central Plains and the
Western Regions at that time, which shows that the
exchanges between various ethnic groups in history
were very frequent during the Qing Dynasty.
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Table 1. “Bird” related statistics

anguage . "Wu Ti Qing Wen . . )
Chagatai . Modern Chinese |Latin English
No. Jian"
| ## 8 GRUIFORMES
[ #5 % Gruidae ( Cranes )
1 torna AlEs IS Siberian white crane Red-crowned Crane
2 kok lik lik S SEy% ] Grus vipio White-naped Crane
3 kil rag torna e PR Grey grus Commom Crane
chin ot BE Grus leucogeranus Siberian Crane
kok torna =%
i IS H} Rallidae
1 kil rag torna NRES TLHE Grey crane Coturnicops exquisitus
2 chifar miragh A kG Gallinula chloropus Common Moorhen
3 bS]
4 sarghenij miragh E2 DGR 0] Gallicrex cinerea Watercock
5 kok j& jan var 2R kg Porphyrio porphyrio Purple Swamphen
6 kijekdukur miragh ~ [/NoK38 /NS Zapornia pusilla Baillon’s Crake
7 horluq &rdik BN HBEN Fulica atra Common Coot
I #B CICONIFORMES
i %} Ciconiidae ( Storks )
1 ular B REBH Ciconia boyciana Oriental Stork
sutas gira BE b Leptoptilos javanicus  |Lesser Adjutant Stork
sireq qush ZHE pog) Mycteria leucocephala  |Painted Stork
[ #3# B PELECANIFORMES
i Rl Ardeidae(Herons, Egrets, Bitterns)
1 vaq BE BHE Egretta garzetta Little Egret
2 jol lug BEF
3 uqar B TE Ardea cinerea Grey Heron
4 kok baleq ji BE
5 bez tumshugq BER HhE Ardeola bacchus Chinese Pond Heron
6 yamghur KEF rE Nycticorax nycticorax Black-crowned Night
Heron
7 kék vaq 5 =k 4 Ardea purpurea Purple Heron
8 baleq ji qush KE FE Butorides striata Striated Heron
9 ala baleq ji REAR PNV Botaurus stellaris Eurasian Bitter
10 targhel jan var AHH
11 char jan var HhFFE4
12 horfekan KEE ZEWR Ixobrychus flavicollis Black Bittern
ii ##R Pelecanidae(pelicans)
1 qo ] B #5418 Pelecanus onocrotalus |Great White Pelican
v fEF B ANSERIFORMES
i #5 %8} Anatidae(Ducks,Geeese,Swans)
1 yiba ghaz Py e Anser cygnoid Swan Goose
2 Jogala buyun ghaz |EXFE
3 kijek ala buyun ghaz [/NEHFE
4 Kijek qira bash ghaz |/NBkfE =3 Anser fabalis Bean Goose
5 jiger ghaz £
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qizel tumshuq ghaz | & 93 Ans er anser Graylag Goose
otra ala buyun ghaz |$4F& BEE Anser albifrons Greater White-fronted
Goose

8 fofik = NEEE Anser erythropus Lesser White-fronted
9 viqit leq ghaz 1RHE Goose
10 yiba érdek o) L8 Anas platyrhynchos Mallard
11 SE
12 jar kirik drdek L] - L Anas crecca Green-winged Teal
13 fig érdek BEE B Spatula clypeata Northern Shoveler
14 bileq ji 6rdik @iy BEL RS Mergellus albellus Smew
15 soghsor Ptz Lt Bucephala clangula Common Goldeneye
16 qirafayja oérdik L) BLEN Aythya baeri Baer’s Pochard
17 dorzam gerghul T 5 PR Tadorna tadorna Common Shelduck
18 kijek ala drdek AN
19 alamaj érdik (AL
20 yiba érdek L) PAive] Sibirionetta formosa Baikal Teal
21 hag 6rdik TEE
22 quba érdek RS HELE Y Anas zonorhyncha Eastern Spot-billed Duck
23 siregh 6rdik L] IR RS Tadorna ferruginea Ruddy Shelduck
24 qoshmaq 6érdik BE BE Aix galericulata Mandarin Duck
25 tutush &rdik B g?
26 uqar 5 FERRE Cygnus olor Mute Swan
27 sarghesh uar HiS
v %7 8 OTIDIFORMES
i ¥ %l Otididae ( Bustards )
1 ghijer L] R Ofis tarda Great Bustard
2 qoi ghijer FB
VI E# B ACCIPITRIFORMES
i &#} Accipitridae ( Hawks,Eagles )
1 qiratal Z IR BBt Haliaeetus albicilla White-tailed Sea Eagle
2 cholu sl
3 aq bash sar TCESRHE ey Clanga clanga Greater Spotted Eagle
4 bidirlek biirkit RBER KB Ictinaetus malaiensis  |Black Eagle
5 jiger barkdit EERH
6 hoi qush il 3 =)o) Aquila heliaca Imperial Eagle
7 ala biirkiit FiA=): Bt Haliaeetus leucoryphus |Pallas's Fish Eagle
8 gergho ®eE “#E Accipiter nisus Eurasian Sparrowhawk
9 qarjegha & TE Accipiter gent ills Northern Goshawk
10 fofik lek yurit ji b= 4
11 boz gerghoi B¥
12 aq bileq ji HE
13 ikta gerghoi b3
14 tori nE
15 iltilkd %R
16 lajen 7588
17 turumtai lajen 5851
18 turum tai L
19 tolak EE
20 ? (M+5) R
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21 tishi gerghoi bicp:]
22 yurit ji ME RLE Accipiter trivirgatus Crested Goshawk
23 lifig sar B# HEE Circus cyaneus Hen Harrier
24 kok lifig sar =i HRE Circus macrourus Pallid Harrier
25 qgirasalbaz EER T Aegypius monachus Cinereous Vulture
26 salbaz 2R
27 birkiit i3
28 al bash Yok HHITE Gypaetus barbatus Bearded Vulture
29 silkish RoE
30 aqgesh jan var B
agesh birkat
31 ala qoi ruq sar w5 R Buteo hemilasius Upland Buzzard
32 sar EBfE BRX Buteo rufinus Long-legged Hawk
i 25 %} Pandionidae (Osprey)
1 bileq ji &afE e Pandion haliaetus Osprey
2 almn =)
VI £ B FALCONIFORMES
i £ %} Falconidae ( Falcons )
1 misher yudaqgi shog|#B&R%E FE Falco rusticolus Gyrfalcon
gar
2 aq shog qar B85
3 shikog qar BE
4 kikiish brkit B
5 lash atiA: 4 BE Falco cherrug Saker Falcon
6 jifalmai IFERE B Falco columbarius Merlin
VII ¥§ £ B GALLIFORMES
i # Bl Phasianidae (Partridges, Pheasants, Peafowls Grouse, Ptarmigans)
1 fofi shik lek tokhi 4238 HEAM Tragopan cahoti Cabot's Tragopan
2 la buyun miragh (ITprAC]
3 qiram til gerghul L BREM# Syrmaticus mikado Mikado Pheasant
4 khitai gerghul HEXG HEKR# Syrmaticus reevesii Reeves's Pheasant
5 Yashel korluk| & 38 ER-3 3 Polyplectron Grey Peacock Pheasant
miragh hicalcaratum
6 qerghul 38 IR Phasianus colchicus Common Pheasant
7 tikha nik g
8 tagh gerghul I <3
9 sileman leq miragh | #8 %
10 qgiram tel miragh X35 BE5x Crossoptilon Brown Eared Pheasant
mantchuricum
11 taji lek miragh 538 38 Pucrasia macrolopha  |Koklass Pheasant
12 kik lek a5 papic) Alec tons chukar Chukar Partridge
13 rig lek gerghul 2 LIRSS Chrysolophus pictus Golden Pheasant
14 formoi gerghul =22
15 kati rig tokhi 4875
16 bifertaq LR BEX Lyrurus tetrix Black Grouse
17 jirdiki bifertaq LG
18 jel miragh (it BT Bambusicola fytchii Mountain Bamboo
Partridge
19 siya na miragh E3 %) BRI Perdix dauurica Daurian Partridge
20 aq gerghul B B Lophura nycthemera Silver Pheasant
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VI &7 B (Passeriformes)
[ S # Sturnidae (Starlings)
1 jekra ji JAS-3 N\F Acridotheres cristatellus |Crested Myna
2 zak ji B
3 aqish jekré ji TE
4 aq gargha B
i #5% Corvidae (Crows, Jays)
1 saghezghan =4 =85 Pica pica Common Magpie
2 khibirji saghezghan | R &8
3 gargha 538 AN 1= Corvus corone Carrion Crow
4 qgira qargha =5 =78 Corvus monedula Eurasian Jackdaw
5 surmé chi W1 ] Garrulus glandarius Eurasian Jay
6 kék qargha 515 BRL Corvus frugilegus Rook
7 buran ji BR LIRS Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax |Red-billed Chough
8 fog qargha ey B Corvus corax Common Raven
iii FE 858t Monarchidae (Monarch Flycatchers)
1 qezghesh 58 ) HFi Terpsiphone incei Amur Paradise-Flycatcher
saghezghan
2 uzun qoi ruq aq|¥ERLR
saghezghan
iv A% #} Laniidae (Shrikes)
1 |3 BEAS | Lanius schach |Long-tailed Shrike
v #5% Muscicapidae ( Old World Flycatchers,Robins,Redstarts )
sosa ni jan var | Yok | HiEESY | Cyanoptila cyanome/ana| Blue-and-white Flycatcher
vi $8%} Turdidae ( Thrushes )
1 toi tun |7FF e |i>—‘é%ﬁt?ffa | Turdus mupinensis |Chinese Thrush
IX ef& B PODICIPEDIFORMES
i BER&RL Podicipedidae (Grebes)
1 qula sa érdik EEa N | Tachybaptus ruficollis | Little Grebe
X 5# B CHARADRIIFORMES
i ¥R Laridae (Gulls, Terns, Skimmers)
1 sheb turugghu ] ZiEiEng Larus canus Mew Gull
supoghundek k8
ala sarghenij ordik | EB4E85 AT FEES Sterna dougallii Roseate Tern
ii RUEES R Recurvirostridae (Avocets, Stilts)
1 sai saghezghan KELS | EAEHIES | Himantopus himantopus |Black-winged Stilt
Xl 828 COLUMBIFORMES
i 15858 Columbidae (Doves, Pigeons)
1 tozlagha B ABZEE Y] Treron sieboldii White-bellied Green
Pigeon
Xl BB CUCULIFORMES
i #B5% Cuculidae(Cuckoos)
1 fakhayghan fakhtek |®IEHE Ekud-1 Cuculus saturatus Himalayan Cuckoo
héfuf Ak
qiar kak kuk 2 1] RAEES Cuculus canorus Common Cuckoo
4 az jaq %He 2B Eudynamys Common Koel
scolopaceus
Xl % & B CAPRIMULGIFORMES
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[ & &Rl Caprimulgidae(Nightjars)

1 avazleq jan var EXF R E Caprimulgus europaeus |European Nightjar

2 tam kot laj M B

XV B2 H BUCEROTIFORMES

i B &% BucerotidaeBucerotidae (Hornbills)

1 monkuzlug jan var |BRERE THES Anthracoceros albirostris|Oriental Pied Hornbill

XV Hef2B CHARADRI1TFORMES

i A 5%} Charadriidae(Plovers, Lapwings)

1 kol AL Sk E3 Vanellus cinereus Grey-headed Lapwing

2 julag miragh F35 &1 Pluvialis fulva Pacific Golden Plover

XVI #2 5 H SULIFORMES

[ B #5%} Phalacrocoracidae ( Cormorants )

1 likin tuqusi P58 it Phalacrocorax carbo Great Cormorant

2 qira bileq ji B

XVII #3£f8 B CORACIIFORMES

i Z 5 H} Alcedinidae (Kingfishers)

1 qgerghesh bileq ji &% ZREY Alcedo atthis Common Kingfisher

2 yashel bileq ji &R

3 chol luq bileq ji =3 EIER Halcyon pileata Black-capped Kingfisher

4 kiikiish bileq ji 2 SVOEES Halcyon smymensis White-throated Kingfisher

i #3585 Coraciidae (Rollers)

1 kak kuk jan var ESp/N) =F5 Eurystomus orientalis | Dollarbird

XVII 88 B STRIGIFORMES

i 8555} Strigidae (Typical Owls)

1 shm qush By Tk s Glaucidium passerinum |Eurasian Pygmy Owl

2 barqush 1R%8 4] Bubo bubo Eurasian Eagle-owl

3 yafa laq e £ Bubo scandiacus Snowy Owl

4 sireq qush BEIL &S Ninox scutulata Brown Boobook

5 joghundek "L FRSS Strix aluco Tawny Owl

6 hoi qush K& KEH Asio otus Long-eared Owl

XIX #9558 PODICIPEDIFORMES

i f5E8%} Podicipedidae (Grebes)

1 bileq gha amraq|%&H R SRS Podiceps cristatus Great Crested Grebe
ordik

4. CONCLUSION

To sum up, firstly, there are abundant words
related to "bird" in “Wu Ti Qing Wen jian”. We can
divide it into several categories. It is worth noting
that among all the words mentioned in the text, some
words such as “qus”, “torna”, “janwar” have been
retained with the same pronunciation and meaning.
Secondly, the classification of birds recorded in “Wu
Ti Qing Wen Jian” can be of great value in the
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classification of natural sciences such as biology and
taxonomy.

Thirdly, the "Wu Ti Qing Wen Jian" contains
many historical clues which can reflect people's
cognition and relationship with birds in the Qing
Dynasty. Finally, the "bird" recorded in "Wu Ti Qing
Wen Jian" reflects the exchanges between the Central
Plains and the Western Regions to a certain extent.
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