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ABSTRACT 

Applied undergraduate fine arts majors focus on developing students' practical skills related to fine arts 

production, with an emphasis on encouraging creativity and critical thinking. Traditionally, these programs were 

designed to prepare students for careers as primary and secondary school painting teachers or freelance creators. 

However, with the rapid pace of economic and technological change in society, the talent training mode of 

applied undergraduate fine arts has evolved to meet new demands. Today's programs emphasize not only 

technical skills but also entrepreneurial and business skills that enable students to succeed in the creative 

economy. Additionally, students are encouraged to think critically and develop their artistic vision and style, 

helping to prepare them for a range of careers in the arts and culture sector. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The applied undergraduate art program is 

designed to emphasize developing students' creative 

and critical thinking skills. Students study art 

history and theory, explore a variety of media and 

techniques, and develop their unique artistic style. 

They build on a solid background in drawing and 

learning practical skills related to art and design 

products that can be directly applied in the real 

world, such as advertising, graphic design, video 

game development, or animation. But students also 

face challenges and issues that require providing a 

quality education that responds to the constant 

changes in the industry, emphasizes the importance 

of these programs in today's society, and ensures 

that students are provided with a relevant and 

valuable education that prepares them for 

successful careers. 

2. OVERVIEW OF APPLIED 

UNDERGRADUATE ART MAJORS 

Applied undergraduate fine art majors refer to 

programs of study in which students learn practical 

skills related to fine arts production that can be 

applied directly to real-world contexts. These 

programs aim to equip students with hands-on 

experience with digital and traditional media to 

help them develop their technical skills, creativity, 

and problem-solving abilities. 

Applied undergraduate fine art programs 

typically focus on one or more specialized areas of 

artistic practice, such as painting, sculpture, 

printmaking, photography, or new media. Students 

in these programs learn not only the techniques and 

theories behind each discipline but also gain 

valuable experience working with professional-

grade tools and equipment[1]. One of the defining 

characteristics of applied undergraduate fine art 

majors is that they emphasize developing the skills 

necessary to succeed in the creative economy. This 

includes gaining practical experience working with 

clients and collaborating with other artists or 

designers. Students also learn about 

entrepreneurship, marketing, and selling their work 

to galleries, collectors, and other potential buyers. 

Another important aspect of these programs is 

their emphasis on critical thinking and conceptual 

development. Students are encouraged to explore 

their interests and ideas through research, writing, 

and critiques, which helps to develop their ability to 

articulate their artistic vision and make informed 

decisions about their work. 

Innovation Humanities and Social Sciences Research, Volume 6, ISSN: 2949-1282 
Proceedings of The 9th International Conference on Arts, Design and Contemporary Education (ICADCE 2023)

219



Overall, applied undergraduate fine art majors 

provide students with a strong foundation in both 

the technical and conceptual aspects of fine arts 

production. By equipping students with the skills 

and knowledge necessary to succeed in today's 

creative economy, these programs help prepare 

graduates for successful careers as artists, designers, 

educators, and cultural leaders[2]. 

3. APPLIED UNDERGRADUATE 

FINE ART MAJOR COURSE 

CONTENT 

The applied undergraduate art program includes 

the following: Drawing courses are usually 

foundational, teaching students the basics of 

drawing, such as line, form, value, and perspective. 

Students learn to draw through observation, still life, 

models, and landscapes. 

 Drawing: Drawing classes build on the 
drawing lessons, allowing students to 
explore a variety of drawing techniques 
and media. Students study topics such as 
color theory, composition, and brushwork. 

 Sculpture: Sculpture courses involve 
working with three-dimensional forms, 
using materials such as clay, metal, wood, 
or found objects. Students learn the 
technical skills necessary to produce 
sculptures of varying scales and styles. 

 Printmaking: The Printmaking course 
focuses on the creation of prints, including 
etchings, lithographs, serigraphs, and relief 
prints. Students will learn about different 
printing methods and techniques, and how 
to prepare plates or screens and print 
multiple copies of a work. 

 Photography: Photography courses 
introduce students to the technical aspects 
of photography such as lighting, exposure, 
and composition. Students learn to use 
cameras and editing software to create 
high-quality images. 

 New Media: The new media course 
explores emerging technologies and how 
they can be used in artistic practice. This 
may include digital art, video, sound or 
interactive installations. 

 Art History, Criticism, and Theory: These 
courses provide students with a broad 
understanding of art history and theory, 
including different art movements, schools, 
and styles. Students learn critical thinking 
skills and how to analyze and interpret 

works of art in their cultural and historical 
context. 

The courses in the Applied Undergraduate Fine 

Arts Program are designed to provide students with 

a well-rounded education in the theory and practice 

of fine arts. By participating in a range of studio 

and academic courses, students develop the 

technical and analytical skills needed to create 

original works of art and succeed in the creative 

economys[3]. 

4. IDENTIFYING ANY 

CHALLENGES OR PROBLEMS 

STUDENTS FACE IN THESE 

PROJECTS 

Students in applied undergraduate fine arts 

programs learn a wide range of skills that are 

valuable in a variety of contexts, including the arts 

and culture sector, as well as other fields. Here are 

some of the skills that students typically learn in 

these programs: 

 Technical skills: Students gain technical 
skills related to their chosen discipline, 
such as drawing, painting, sculpture, 
printmaking, or photography. They learn 
how to work with different materials, tools, 
and techniques to produce original works 
of arts[4]. 

 Creative thinking: Applied undergraduate 
fine arts programs emphasize creative 
thinking, encouraging students to explore 
their own ideas and develop their own 
artistic voice. This involves developing the 
ability to generate new ideas, experiment 
with different approaches, and take risks in 
their work. 

 Problem-solving: Artists and designers 
often encounter complex problems related 
to their work, such as material constraints, 
technical challenges, or logistical issues. In 
an applied undergraduate fine arts program, 
students learn problem-solving skills that 
help them navigate these challenges and 
find innovative solutions. 

 Communication skills: Fine artists need to 
be able to communicate their ideas and 
vision effectively, whether it is through 
writing artist statements or pitching 
projects to clients. Applied undergraduate 
fine arts programs provide opportunities 
for students to develop their 
communication skills and articulate their 
artistic goals and vision. 
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 Collaboration: Working collaboratively is a 
crucial skill for artists and designers, 
especially in today's highly connected and 
interdisciplinary creative economy. 
Applied undergraduate fine arts programs 
provide opportunities for students to 
collaborate with other artists or 
professionals, building their teamwork, 
leadership, and negotiation skills. 

 Entrepreneurship and business skills: Many 
fine artists go on to work as freelancers or 
start their own businesses. Applied 
undergraduate fine arts programs teach 
students essential entrepreneurship and 
business skills, such as marketing, 
branding, financial management, and 
project management. 

Overall, students in applied undergraduate fine 

arts programs gain a unique combination of 

technical, creative, analytical, and entrepreneurial 

skills that prepare them for a range of careers in the 

arts and culture sector, as well as other fields[5]. 

5. REFLECTIONS ON THE 

IMPORTANCE OF APPLIED 

UNDERGRADUATE ART MAJORS 

For students to be successful in their future 

careers and to ensure that they receive relevant and 

valuable education, it is essential to provide a 

quality education that responds to the changing 

needs of the industry, emphasizes the importance of 

the arts in contemporary society, and prepares 

students for successful employment. 

5.1 The Way These Challenges Affect 

Students' Education and Future 

The following challenges will affect a student's 

education and future prospects in an applied 

undergraduate fine arts program. 

 Lack of funding: Many fine arts programs 
struggle with lack of funding, which can 
limit resources available for equipment, 
studio space, or faculty support. This may 
affect the quality of education provided to 
students and their ability to produce high 
quality work. 

 Limited job prospects: Fine art students 
often face limited job prospects after 
graduation, especially if they only 
specialize in traditional art forms, such as 
painting or sculpture. This can make it 
difficult for graduates to find full-time 
employment or achieve financial stability 
in their field. 

 Difficulty in monetizing artwork: Selling 
artwork is often a challenging process, 
especially for emerging artists. Graduates 
of fine arts programs may have difficulty 
monetizing their work or becoming 
professional artists, limiting their earning 
potential in the creative economy. 

 Competitive industry: The creative 
economy is highly competitive, strife for 
limited opportunities. Graduates of the fine 
arts program must compete with other 
talented individuals for jobs, internships, 
grants, and exhibitions. 

These challenges can impact students' education 

by limiting their access to resources, teacher 

support, and real-world experience. They can also 

affect a student's future prospects by limiting their 

career options or slowing down their professional 

development. To overcome these challenges, 

institutions must provide resources, mentoring, and 

professional development opportunities for students 

while in school and after graduation. Additionally, 

students must be encouraged to develop their 

entrepreneurial skills and think creatively about 

how to monetize their artwork and reach a wider 

audience. By addressing these challenges, 

institutions can help ensure that graduates of 

applied undergraduate fine arts programs are well 

prepared for successful careers in the arts and 

culture. 

5.2 Reflecting on the Importance of 

Applied Undergraduate Art Majors in 

Today's Society 

Applied undergraduate fine art majors play a 

crucial role in today's society by providing 

individuals with the skills and knowledge necessary 

to succeed in the creative economy. These 

programs emphasize practical skills related to art 

and design products that can be applied directly to 

real-world contexts, preparing graduates for 

successful careers as artists, designers, educators, or 

cultural leaders. 

One of the most significant contributions of 

applied undergraduate fine art majors is their ability 

to drive innovation and creativity in various 

industries. Individuals with training in these 

programs are equipped to think critically, solve 

complex problems, and develop innovative 

solutions to address societal challenges. They bring 

unique perspectives to fields such as advertising, 

marketing, and technology, helping organizations to 

stand out in an increasingly competitive landscape. 
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Additionally, applied undergraduate fine art 

majors help to foster cultural diversity and social 

change. By encouraging students to explore 

different perspectives, cultures, and identities, these 

programs promote a more inclusive and equitable 

society. Graduates from these programs go on to 

create work that reflects diverse experiences and 

voices, contributing to a broader cultural 

conversation[6]. 

Moreover, applied undergraduate fine art 

majors contribute to the preservation and evolution 

of artistic traditions. These programs support 

students in developing their technical skills and 

cultivating their own artistic style while also 

providing opportunities to learn about the history 

and theory of art. This allows students to build on 

established artistic traditions while also pushing the 

boundaries of what is possible. 

In sum, applied undergraduate fine art majors 

are essential in today's society, helping to drive 

innovation, encourage cultural diversity, and 

preserve artistic traditions. By providing students 

with practical skills, critical thinking abilities, and 

relevant experience, these programs prepare 

graduates for successful careers in the creative 

economy and equip them to make meaningful 

contributions to society as a whole. 

6. CONCLUSION 

Applied undergraduate fine arts plays a vital 

role in today's society, providing students with the 

practical skills, critical thinking skills and relevant 

experience necessary to succeed in the creative 

economy. 

The discussion emphasized that applied 

undergraduate fine arts courses focus on developing 

technical and conceptual skills related to creating 

original works of art, while also emphasizing 

entrepreneurship, marketing, and selling their work 

to galleries, collectors, and other potential buyers. 

In addition, the importance of analyzing and 

reflecting on the current state of applied 

undergraduate art majors need to be emphasized. 

These majors face many challenges, such as lack of 

funding and limited job prospects, impacting 

students' education and options. To address these 

challenges, institutions must provide resources, 

mentoring, and professional development 

opportunities for students to pursue up and down 

the ladder. Applied undergraduate fine arts 

programs are essential for fostering innovation, 

promoting cultural diversity, social change, and 

preserving artistic traditions. Graduates of these 

programs will continue to produce work that 

reflects diverse experiences and contributes to the 

broader cultural dialogue. 
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